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was feasible, so it must be done to avoid that laborious
haul over the hills to the north. Work commenced forth-
with, and was pursued with great vigour. When the bank
of the lake was gained, the engineer pushed the earthen
embankment as far into the water as he could, so as to
reduce the extent of the trestling. The distance from shore
to shore was 27 miles, but as he took advantage of a
peninsula which juts well into the water from the north
bank, four miles of the line were built on dry land.
To commence the embankment from the water's edge an
ingenious expedient was adopted. Heavy planks loaded
with weighty bags of sand were floated out on the proposed
location, and upon this novel permanent way the temporary
rails for the ballast cars were laid, and the spoil dumped
into the lake until the embankment appeared above water-
level. Then the section of floating track was pushed still
farther ahead, and the same cycle of operations repeated
until the limit of the earthwork was gained. As the em-
bankment grew in height the light rails were replaced by
a heavier type, over which rumbled cars carrying 40 tons
of ballast a-piece, and which was pitched pell-mell into the
water on either side. The embankment was then left for
a while to permit settling to take place. In time it became
as solid as a jetty.
The trestle section proved the most trying, not so much
on account of the technical questions involved, but owing
to the difficulty in obtaining timber. The wood had to be
brought hundreds of miles from the forests of Texas and
the north-west. Extensive stretches of trees were purchased
and saw-mills were erected to cut the logs to the desired
dimensions on the spot. Upon arrival at Salt Lake the
wood was dumped into the water, large log booms being
formed, so that the material might become seasoned
thoroughly.
Work was delayed considerably by the lack of supplies
of timber, from storms which swept this inland sea, and
which at times wrought considerable damage. At one or
two places, although careful soundings were taken, the lake